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That BETTY HOLM BUCKLEY 
says, ‘It's almost like 
starting a second 
career" working as a 
C.R. in our Character 
Department. Performing 
as the "Storylady" at 
our Fantasy Faire children's show 
has been a new challenge for 
Betty. "Before I came to Disney, 
I had done all my talking with my 
feet!" But entertainment is not 
new to Betty, who has always made 
her living in show business. 





Betty was born in New Jersey and 
always wanted to perform, possibly 
inspired by her father's hobby of 
hand-balancing and acrobatics. She 
soon began to study dance and 
learn about the performing arts. 


She moved to Boston and worked 
summer stock with familiar person- 
alities, such as Orson Bean, Norm 


Crosby and the late Jack Soo. 
While studying in Boston, she met 
an aspiring comedian, "Buck" 


Buckley, and they formed an act to 
take on the nightclub circuit. It 
wasn't long before they made the 
business relationship a personal 
one and became the husband and 
wife team of Holm and Buckley. For 
the next ten years, they performed 
across the country. 


Finally settling in Miami, Betty 
remembers that the area was "not 
the easiest place" in which a per- 
former could earn a steady income 
at that time. They both worked 
constantly, often taking walk-on 
and crowd scene roles for any 
filming done in the area. 
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appeared briefly in the opening 
scene of the Jerry Lewis classic, 
"The Bell Boy".) For a time, they 
had their own TV show on a 
fledgling Miami station, called 
"The Buck Buckley Variety Hour." 
Betty recalls working with person- 
alities, such as Gloria DeHaven, 
Henny Youngman and Rocky Graziano. 
Eventually, Betty became the 
Wardrobe Mistress and Costumer for 
the Miami Ballet Company. 


In the mid '70's, being a widow 
and having two teenage daughters, 
Betty decided ._to look for oppor- 
tunities outside the Miami area, 
and thought about Walt Disney 
World Co. The family moved to 
Orlando, and she was hired to 
portray the Weaver for the "Glory 
and Pageantry of Christmas" in 
LOITO: She later became a C.R. in 
the Character Department. 


Betty speaks fondly about all of 
the Character roles she has por- 
trayed, including Cinderella's 
Fairy Godmother, Mrs. Santa Claus 
and the Storylady. She has also 
expanded her "backstage knowledge" 
by assisting in Special Events and 
in helping to coordinate the 1979 
cast of the Nativity presentation. 


Bettina and Babette, Betty's 
daughters, both seem intent upon 
following in their mother's foot- 
steps into show business. With an 
inspiration like Betty, they have 
probably made the right choice. 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR . . . 


FEBRUARY 18 - Fife & Drum Corps 
Muster - Corps from around the 
U.S. will perform in the Theme 
Park, including a special parade. 
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CONGRATULATIONS ... 


Celebrating one year of service 
this month are: MICHAEL GOOSEMAN, 
a technician at the Contemporary 
Hotel; EILEEN McCULLAGH, Kids of 
the Kingdom; and CHRIS VOEGELE, 
piano player at Pioneer Hall. 


Celebrating five year anniver- 
saries are: ANNE KYNAST, MARK 
MILLER and LINCOLN SMITH. 


Anne joined our cast as a Secre- 
tary-steno and worked in the 
Finance Division for 1% years. 
She was promoted to Secretary for 
our Management Audit Staff. After 
working there for 1% years, she 
was promoted by Del Shilling to 
Executive Secretary and has been 
with us for close to two years. 


Mark has been a C.R. in our 
Character Department for the past 
five years. At various times, he 
has been an Area Lead anda Main 
Street Electrical Parade Lead. 
Mark has maintained a C.R. status 
in order to pursue his education 
at the University of Central 
Florida. 


Linc has been working at the 
Diamond Horseshoe as a musician 
Since he started at Disney asa 
CMe ra 1974.— In- 1975, -he changed 
HES Status to CeRs dh: addreion to 
the Horseshoe, he performs in some 
of our Bourbon Street shows. 


INTERESTED? 


ine -2$93'0-..- Ski Program for — the 
Character Department should prove 
to be more challenging and ex- 


citing than ever before. For 
those Characters interested, it's 
time to start getting ready. TO 


participate in this program, you 
must have a current Advanced Life- 
saving Certificate. Now is the 
time to obtain a certificate or 
get into a renewal course. 


Many people throughout our Divi- 
sion will soon be busy developing 





an impromptu Character Ski Show. 
This short show will be performed 
at the various hotel beaches, at 
Special events and at the lake 
Buena Vista Ski Tournament. This 
should prove to be an exciting 
expansion of last year's program. 


Specific stunts, sound tracks 
and many other things are - under 
consideration for use in the pro- 
gram. Any scripts, suggestions or 
ideas for special effects from any 
members of our Division would be 
greatly appreciated. Help us make 
our ski program a great success. 
TE = You have any suggestions, 
please contact Bob Trinder in the 
Character Department. 


AROUND THE TOWN ... 


"THE KINGFISHER" 
Reviewed by Gary Paben 


A Drawing Room comedy set under 
a gossamer tree at an English 
Estate. Rex Harrison as the 
Country. Gentlemen awaits an old 
love, Claudette Colbert, who is 
arriving for tea on her way home 
from her husband's funeral. 


Average dialogue, superbly 
handled by two pros and a butler 
to- boot, An ensemble of actors 
kept the audience entertained - 
with superb timing and an inebri- 
ated slap-stick scene under the 
old tree. 


The outdated plot was played to 
the hilt. Ms. Colbert's presence 
was captivating as she entered the 
set, not unlike Loretta Young in 


those old Poy. shows. Rex 
Harrison's character was much like 
Dr. Doolittie = sand he r dIe; qain 


fact, talk to the animals...and 
one could say, without a doubt, 
the butler did it. 


A show not conceived for the 
Pepsi Generation, but designed for 
pre-war and war baby audiences. 
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